
Citizens for a Loring Park Community

Land Use Committee
Monday, January 23rd, 2006

6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
@ CLPC Offices/Loring Park Office Bldg.

430 Oak Grove St.; Room #207 612-874-9002

I. 6:30-6:45 pm Call to Order-- Bob Copeland, CLPC Land Use Committee Chair
Agenda Approval, Introductions, Approve Minutes & Announcements  

In Attendance:   Neil Carlson (Summit House), Mike Marn (Summit House), Bob Cook (neighborhood 
business/Eddy's Cafe), John Van Heel (CLPC President & 110 W. Grant), Dick Sandberg (Loring Green 
East), Jan Sandberg (Loring Green East), Bob Copeland (The Wellington), Jana Metge (CLPC 
Coordinator), and Jim Bullock (230 Oak Grove).

Bob led introductions of those in attendance.  

Motion by Neil Carlson, seconded by Dick Sandberg, to approve the agenda.

Motion passed

Announcements:

 Saturday, Jan. 28  th     @ 10:00 a.m. – Loring Hill Walking Tour – Meet at Dunn Brothers; 
15th Street

 Thursday, Feb. 3  rd  , 2006   @ 6:30 p.m. – Community Meeting; Small Area Planning 
Process; Hennepin Ave. Methodist Social Hall

 Monday, March 13  th   – 5:30-9:00 p.m. – CLPC Annual Meeting; Info. Fair 5:30-7:00 & 
Annual Meeting 7:00-8:30 p.m. at the Woman’s Club   Guest Speaker TBD

 Thursday, March 23  rd   @ 6:00 p.m. OR Saturday, March 25  th   @ 10:00 a.m. – 
NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT for Small Area Planning at The Woman’s Club of 
Minneapolis!

 February Land Use meeting will be held at MCTC/Metro State to discuss their proposed use 
of new funding for their buildings.

 Community Blood Drive at the Woman’s Club February 18, 9 AM to 3 PM.  To sign up call 
612-870-8001 or email Blooddrive@womansclub.org.  Free chili for all blood donors.  

 See MinnesotaBluegrass.org for Winter Weekends and Weekend Concert Series events.  

II. 6:45-7:30 PM Nicollet Ave. –
John Van Heel & Robert Cook & Bob Hansen

 Nicollet Ave. “Meter Farm” Request for Proposal

John reviewed the corridor housing initiative studied a few years ago that identified three possible 
sites for development of housing and commercial space.  Two are privately owned and one is 
owned by the city.  Since then CLPC has been working with Public Works to facilitate sale of the 
property for development. There have been several meetings with business owner, CPED, and 
Public Works.  Public Works has concluded that they can sell the property—it is now in CPED’s 
hands to work with a group of Loring Park and Nicollet Ave constituents to put together a RFP 
for the site.  The process should take about five months.  John will not participate given the 
possibility that his employer may be interested in the development.  
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Process—anyone interested should contact CLPC.  The Board will recommend a list of names to 
CPED.  CPED will make the final decision on participants.  It is important that at least one if not 
all are familiar with the Corridor Housing Initiative and the guidelines developed for that work. 
The proposal may also consider concerns about loss of the nearly 50 spaces in the “meter farm,” 
other properties likely to be redeveloped, and other possible modifications to infrastructure in the 
area.  There is considerable concern about potential impacts on existing businesses including the 
need to provide temporary parking during development.  Jana noted that a draft copy of the RFP 
will probably come to the Land Use Committee.  

Motion by John van Heel, seconded by Robert Cook, that CLPC shall create and appoint a Task 
Force of approximately 6 people who are Loring Park residents, employees, property owners and 
business owners.  The mission of the task force is to work with the City of Minneapolis in  
creating a Request for Proposal (RFP) to potential developers for development of the “meter 
farm” site and to help create a project that fits with the needs and desires of the Loring Park 
community (see Nicollet Avenue Development Guidelines, approved by CLPC 8-9-04).  CLPC 
will appoint people to the task force with final approval by the City of Minneapolis.  Participants 
must not pose a direct conflict of interest as described by both the City and by CLPC (financial  
gain or interest in the direct development of the site).

Motion passed

 Nicollet Avenue “Bridge” Project

This is a partnership to reconnect Stevens Square and Loring Park neighborhoods by “bridging” 
over the freeway.  An upcoming meeting will include a staffer of Representative Sabo to be held 
in the park building on February 20.  Councilman Lilligren (representing Stevens Square and 
Council liaison for transportation issues) will also attend.  One product is likely to be a joint 
resolution that the two neighborhoods will work jointly on this issue.  This project could solve 
several problems by developing the corner properties such as Marker Liquors.

Additional discussion included new projects that emphasize use of transit and minimize use of 
cars.  A housing project recently approved in Whittier has no allowance for parking—the project 
will be marketed to transit users and bikers.

III. 7:30-7:45 Loring Hill Task Force – Small Area Community Engagement Plan & 
Fundraising Update
Mike Marn

Mike reported on grassroots neighborhood activity since the November Land Use meeting.  Mike 
thanked Jana for all of her work and also thanked several CLPC Board members who have beeen 
heavily involved.  The task force changed consultants and now has a stronger emphasis on 
neighborhood involvement.  Fundraising events included the curry dinner that netted  $1,220 and 
a dinner at Tiburon on January 10 that netted $3,693.  With a goal of $10,000, fundraising efforts 
continue.  Current activities include a variety of focus groups.  The Small Area Plan will be a 
focus of the CLPC Annual Meeting on March 13th.  The final meetings will be the summit 
meetings set for Thursday March 23rd or Saturday 25th. 

IV. 7:45-8:30 Reports

• Loring Park Bridge – John Van Heel

The bridge is being repaired and should be finished mid-February at a cost of about $40,000.

• Eitel Hospital Development – Jana Metge

The group will reconvene to monitor the implementation and identify/track any changes to the 
original proposal and monitor development.  Work will start in May on the older hospital building.  
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• Loring Greenway – “The Grand Plan” – Jana Metge

Ray Harris would like to give an overall presentation to the Land Use Committee, preferably 
February although March is possible.  The committee thought that this would work well for February.

• Parking Lot Moratorium –13th & Yale lot

The two lots at the corner of 13th and Yale are currently connected to the old Billy Graham building 
on 13th and Harmon that is being refurbished.  The corner lot at 13th and Yale is apparently being 
rented out to daily parkers unrelated to work on the building.  The neighbors were assured that at the 
time the Graham building was sold that the lots would not be used for daily parking.  Jana has asked 
Doug Kress to look into this issue and a report will be made at the next meeting.  

Adjourned 8:05 PM
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