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Citizens for a Loring Park Community
Land Use Committee

Monday, January 28th, 2008
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

@ Loring Park Office Building, Room 207

Attendance:  Attendance:  Robert Cook (Eddy’s Café), John van Heel (110 West Grant), Dick 
Sandberg (1201 Yale Place), Jan Sandberg (1201 Yale Place), Jana Metge (CLPC Executive 
Coordinator),  Joe Bagnoli (Village Green), Robert Copeland (The Wellington), Phil Schliesman 
(City of Minneapolis), Carol Ahlgren (City of Minneapolis), George Pridmore (City of 
Minneapolis), Katie Hatt (1417 LaSalle), Mike McLaughlin (Loring Business Association), Doug 
Kress (Councilmember Goodman's Office), Ray Harris (Greenway Gables).  Loring Way:  Paula 
Vesely, Ilina Chavdhunt & Kristin Sternowski, Mary Ann Fallon, Robin R. Parker, Nickolas 
McVay, Corey Dahlstrand, Merry Keefe, Donovan Brauson, Richard Eck, Christina Collier, 
Hope Esparolini, Brad Shark, Dee Dee Martinson, Judy Ericksen, Richard Anderson, Ellen 
DuBuque, Mary Beaumount, John & Sue Hord, Jeff Brockmann & Shane Swanson, Jean Weson 
and friend, Jerry Zuer, Wiley Baker   

I.  6:30-7:00 p.m.   Call to Order—Dick Sandberg, CLPC Land Use Committee Chair 

Introductions

Dick introduced the 15 or so people in attendance.  Eventually there were more than 30 persons at 
the meeting.

Agenda Approval

Motion by Robert Copeland, seconded John van Heel, to approve the agenda.

Motion approved.

Approve December 17, 2008 Minutes 

Motion by John van Heel, seconded Robert Cook, to approve the minutes from December 17,  
2008.

Motion approved.

Announcements and reports 

• Historic Survey: Carol Ahlgren

The Loring Park, Elliot Park, and Lowry Hill East neighborhoods are included in a federally-
funded survey of historic features for the City.  A meeting was previously held in Elliot Park on 
Thursday, January 17, 2008.  The survey will look at more than buildings in each neighborhood. 
Field work will be conducted February – April, 2008.  Carol Ahlgren (612-673-2439) would like 
to return to a future meeting with the contractor to discuss elements of the survey in more detail. 
Carol distributed a public comment form to solicit information from the neighborhood.  The 
product of the survey would be a publication describing the historic resources of the 
neighborhood.  This would be a resource for both the City and community groups.  Carol will be 
on the Land Use Committee agenda, probably for March, after she checks with the contractor.  

• Report from Greenway meeting (Thursday, January 17) 

Dick reported that discussions at a recent meeting suggest a deficiency in resources to maintain 
the Greenway once the capital work is completed.  The City is looking for help from the 
community to do such things as planting.  Lee Frehlich from the Friends of Loring Park has said 
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that the amount of volunteer time needed is on the order of that needed in Loring Park – about 80 
hours a week.  Ray Harris added that the City also said that it does not have the expertise to 
maintain the new plantings.  

• Report from 13th Street Pedestrian Gateway meeting (Tuesday, Jan 22)

Dick described the meeting to set parameters for enhancing a pedestrian plaza that will connect 
the Convention Center and Nicollet Avenue.  The City’s goal is to better direct convention goers 
to Nicollet Avenue (both Eat Street and north on Nicollet) rather than abandoning them to wander 
up Marquette Avenue.  There is partial funding for the project.    See the City’s Web site at http://
www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/cip/13th-pedgateway/ 

• Report from Lowry Hill Residents Inc. (Tuesday, Jan 22)

Dick described presentation of a number of opportunities that are coming up nearby the Loring 
Park neighborhood.  One is the Bassett Creek Master Plan near the impound lot and Parade 
Stadium.  At the meeting, there was also a presentation of the Hennepin Avenue Streetcar Study 
and a  revamping of the Lowry Tunnel to add lanes in the next decade or so.   John van Heel 
added that there may be opportunities to work with Lowry Hill residents on issues in the 
Hennepin and Lyndale area. 

• Report From Minneapolis Comprehensive Plan (Monday, Jan 28)

Dick reported on the recent open house meetings to present elements of the plan.  Residents were 
encouraged to participate.  See the City’s Web site at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/planning/comp_plan_update.asp 

• CLPC Annual Meeting 

Jana announced that the annual meeting will be held Wednesday, March 19 at the Woman's Club 
with the Mayor as guest speaker.  The date was changed to avoid spring break at City Hall and 
most of our elected representatives will be present.  Many city services will have information 
booths.

• CLPC’s Annual Campaign 

Jana noted copies of the CLPC brochure that is part of the Annual Campaign.  

II. 7:00– 8:00 p.m.  Motion to support liquor license at Eitel Hospital Project Commercial 
Space – Discussion by CLPC Eitel Task Force with Joe Bagnoli (representing the Developer)

During the past two meetings, the Land Use Committee has considered a proposal by the Eitel 
Hospital developers to support state legislation to permit Minneapolis to issue a liquor license for 
the Eitel Hospital site. A motion passed in December supported a full liquor license – discussion 
at the time indicated a desire to afford the City latitude to issue a beer& wine or full liquor license 
and establish appropriate conditions via the liquor licensing process that addresses class of 
license, type of liquor, and other restrictions.   

Doug Kress  described the Eitel Project.   Because it is zoned in a residential area, a liquor license 
is not allowed under the Minneapolis Charter.  To grant a license the City needs permission from 
the Legislature.    

Dick Sandberg first asked for any questions that would clarify the issue – there was an 
opportunity for opinions later.

• There are several license types (wine, liquor, beer) as well as classes (A through E) that 
determine the type of entertainment. 
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• A legislator must sponsor a change to state statutes usually as part of the omnibus liquor 
bill.  The wording can be varied to address wine or liquor.  The license stays with the 
property, e.g. 510 Groveland and an owner cannot transfer a license to another location. 
The language must mention the specific address and the Eitel developer will need to 
provide this information.  

• If the City issues a license it could include specific conditions, such as restricting the 
hours and signage.  The City also does background checks as part of the license process.  

• In response to a question of how many licenses the City declined in this area, Phil said 
that there are only a few licenses in this neighborhood and none have been rejected.  

• While there were no drawings available, Joe Bagnoli thought that the square footage of 
about 2,500 sq ft  would provide for seating of about 65-70).  Available parking will meet 
zoning requirements of 1 stall per 3 seats or 21 stalls. Joe noted that the space was 
already approved for a dining establishment.  

• Deliveries will be made to the loading dock accessed off Grant.  There are concerns that 
the delivery vans for liquor would be too big.  Phil Schliesman said that to a curbside 
loading zone would require permission and he would not recommend this option given 
proximity to Loring Way.  

• As to plans for a patio area, there is thought of an area between the two buildings facing 
Willow. A sidewalk café license would require a separate hearing.

• Joe said that they are comfortable with a wine/beer license.

• If the City issues a wine/beer license, upgrading to full liquor would require another 
public hearing.  If the state legislation said wine/beer then there would need to be new 
legislation to change the statutory language to full liquor.

• If state legislation passes, then the City could consider a license application.  Conditions 
would be suggested the application goes to the City’s Public Safety Committee for a 
public hearing.  

Joe Bagnoli (speaking for the developer) said that if the group does not support a license the 
developer will not pursue legislation.  Joe described the possible options for the retail space – a 
neighborhood not destination spot and they suspect that many people would walk and not drive 
(one resident supported this concept).  The developer has no interest in entertainment and shares 
concerns about anything that could be disruptive as there will be residents living above the space. 
Phil suggested talking to the former owner of Willie’s Wine Bar (Tim Dunn) who is looking for a 
new venue.  

Dick Sandberg then asked those in attendance for their opinions about legislation.  Early in this 
discussion there was a motion by Katie Hatt, seconded by Robert Copeland to support legislative 
language for a wine/beer license.   About halfway through the discussion, there was an offer of a 
friendly amendment to the original motion to include full liquor that was  supported by the 
original maker of the motion but was not supported by the original seconder.  At that time, there 
was a substitute motion supporting full liquor (see below).  

• Has concerns about opening this up to a full liquor license at the state level.   But wine 
and beer allows a successful operation with an opportunity for the City to put restrictions 
on operations.  

• Supports legislative language for some type of liquor license.

• Supports a full liquor license as a recruiting tool subject to the wisdom of the Council.
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• Residents should be mindful to let a business succeed.  There is constant turnover in 
restaurants and having too many conditions can restrict business opportunity, leading to 
failure.  

• Lives across the street -- it is like a canyon – and has concerns that people will be on the 
corner smoking and wants restrictions on hours.   

• Also concerned about noise but supports the broadest license possible.  Wants a quality 
operation.  More foot traffic will be helpful to the neighborhood.  

• Great cities have small neighborhood restaurants that are well managed such that liquor 
or wine does not cause problems.  Wine and beer might be successful, but full liquor 
could also be a great amenity. With a few controls it would be a great asset.

• Noise is the issue – peak restaurant hours are when she is sleeping.  She is also concerned 
about sidewalk dining. 

• Supports full bar service.

• A new resident who loves the neighborhood.  He wants a restaurant with a full license.  

• Paula referred to communications from eight Loring Way residents who oppose a license. 
She noted that there are several successful wine/beer restaurants (e.g. Broders).  She has 
concerns about  potential food odors.  If the entrance is on Grant and Willow, outdoor 
conversations could be a problem.   She thinks that people will be driving to the 
restaurant, not walking.  She is also concerned about possible abuse of the Loring Way 
parking lot.  She might be able to support the wine and beer license.  

• Supports beer and wine license – she has seen problems in her area that she ascribes to 
the availability of full liquor.  She is also concerned about the exit and traffic.

• Another person read a letter expressing support for a wine and beer license.

• Agrees with most of the comments but believes that a full license gives the City some 
flexibility.  

• Supports a full liquor license but has some concern for outside seating.

• Supports a full liquor license allowing the city to make a decision later after more 
discussion.  

• Agrees with the above discussion for a full license. 

• Joe Bagnoli repeated that issues for Loring Way will be issues for renter residents of the 
building and would be of concern to the developer.  

• Jana suggested that Joe bring boards for the annual meeting.  This would help clarify the 
confusion about the location of the entrance.  

[A summary of several e-mails sent about this issue  is attached at the end of the minutes.]

Motion by Richard Anderson, seconded by Shane Swanson, supporting the following legislative 
language: “The city of Minneapolis may issue an on-sale intoxicating liquor license to a 
restaurant located at 1367 Willow Street South notwithstanding any law or local ordinance or  
charter provision.”

Motion passed with 24 votes in favor, 5 votes opposed, and one abstention (John van 
Heel) City staff, the developer, and the chair did not vote.  

January 2008 Page 4 of 5



DRAFT

Adjourned 8:15 p

Agenda Items for Future Meetings: 

• Wireless Minneapolis (http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/wirelessminneapolis/) progress 

• 1500 Nicollet Development Proposal

• Loring Parking Ramp 

• RFP for street furniture http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/street-furniture/ (proposal 
due February 4, 2008 with date for open house to be determined and selection May 1, 
2008, services start January 1, 2009) 

• Commercial Property at 15th and LaSalle

• Berger Fountain

• Lunds Grocery Store – still referenced on the Lunds Web site at 
http://www.lundsandbyerlys.com/Stores/Lunds/Downtown.aspx
“Future plans call for a Lunds store at 12th Street and Hennepin Avenue in downtown 
Minneapolis. Additional information about this location will be posted here when it 
becomes available.”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Communications to CLPC concerning the legislative language item:

Four e-mails to Jana Metge:  

• Loring Way resident in support of legislative language to allow the sale of  liquor.  The e-
mail included messages sent by Loring Way management to residents.

• Loring Way resident in support of legislative language to allow the sale of liquor.

• Summit House resident strongly supports legislative language to allow the sale of liquor 
but has concerns about City licensing given current problems with Gabby’s.

• Loring Park property owner had comments about historic issues with issuing licenses.

E-mail to Jan Sandberg

• Loring Green resident with sibling living at Loring Way asked for clarification of past 
committee discussion.  Supports full liquor license if odors can be controlled given past 
problems with odors from the Hyatt.

E-mail following the meeting to Richard Sandberg 

• Loring Way resident who attended the meeting reiterated the issues of proximity of 
entrance to Loring Way condos (possibility of noise), brightly lit signage, location of 
outdoor dining.  The writer believes that a wine/beer license should be sufficient.
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