Citizens for a Loring Park Community

Land Use Committee

Monday, August 28", 2006
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm
@ Loring Park Office Bldg.
430 Oak Grove St. Eddy’s Cafe

L 6:30-6:45 pm Call to Order—Robert Cook, CLPC Vice-Chair
Agenda Approval, Introductions, Approve Minutes, & Announcements

In Attendance: Jana Metge (CLPC Coordinator), Julie Perrus (Larkin Hoffman), Richard Anderson (210
West Grant), Paul Hinderager (Summit House), Dick Sandberg (Loring Green East), Jan Sandberg
(Loring Green East), John van Heel (110 West Grant), Karen Fournier (330 Oak Grove), Bob Copeland
(Wellington Condos), Kim Havey (1227 Hennepin), Kelly Bachman (Hunt Associates), Dan Schned (Lisa
Goodman'’s office), Terry Thompson (Loring Green East), Nancy Anderson (Loring Green East), Dan
Hunt (Hunt Associates), Ray Harris (Greenway Gables), Pat Havenstein (World Mission Prayer League),
Becky Gullickson (301 Clifton), Dave Heil (410 Groveland), Jim van Meter (Loring Green East), Mike
McLaughlin (Loring Business Association), Mike Marn (Summit House), Jim Hunt (Hunt Associates),
Liz Hutter (1512 Spruce Place), Robert Cook (Eddy's Café), Mary Cook (Eddy’s Caf¢)

Robert Cook led introductions of the 20 persons in attendance. Eventually 25 persons were in attendance.

Motion by Dick Sandberg, seconded by Terry Thompson, to approve the agenda with the correction of
Robert Cook rather than Robert Copeland, as chair..

Motion passed

Motion by Richard Anderson, seconded by John van Heel to approve the minutes from May 22", 2006
and July 24, 2006.

Motion passed
Announcements:
e Future of Minneapolis Parks: Jana distributed information about upcoming meetings
» Police Civilian Review Authority: There will be discussions at a city-wide meeting
* Minneapolis Blooms: An organization that creates rain gardens
» Friends for Loring Park: Jana distributed the most recent newsletter

» Bike Path near 510 Groveland: Richard Anderson described the new bike bridge built in
part with $50,000 of NRP money (mostly going to landscaping). Richard said there are still
questions about the entrance into the park; hopefully the design will reduce potential conflicts
with pedestrians.

* Berger Fountain Meeting: Richard Anderson noted that a meeting set for 2:30
Wednesday August 30 at the Park Recreation Building to discuss the future of the Berger
Fountain. People should e-mail Park Commissioner Tracy Nordstrom to express their
support for the Berger Fountain.

* Loring Park Dog Park—Dan Schned described the plans for a potential site near MCTC, in
Loring Park near the Ole Bull statue. The park will be double-gated and fully fenced, likely
wrought iron with acorn design. There are tentative approvals to proceed with the project but
the site plan is still being developed. Residents will perform minor maintenance tasks and
manage the park. The Park Board plans to become more involved than when the site was
originally planned to be on MCTC property. For that site they were looking at a different
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model based on memberships but with the park now planned to be on park property, there
will be no membership requirement. There are similar play areas planned for other
downtown locations in Elliot Park and North Loop. Dan said that they anticipate a budget of
about $40,000 per park. North Loop has committed $50,000. Other possible sources of
funding are developers with dog friendly buildings and fund raising events such as
DogPalooza and the Fine Line event earlier this year. Yappy Hour is going well, and is held
every Wednesday in the Laurel Village courtyard.

* Loring Park - NRP Phase II Plan Development—Jana reminded each task force
(including Livability and Land Use) that elements to be included in the NRP Phase II Plan
should be forwarded to Jana as soon as possible. Plan development will take about one year,
probably starting after the holidays.

II. 6:45-7:00 Active, Time-Certain Land Use Business

* Nicollet Ave. Meter Farm (1501 Nicollet Ave.)—Robert Cook noted that the Request for
Proposal for the “Meter Farm” site has been released and is on the City of Minneapolis Web
site. Four proposals were received by the August 23 deadline. One proposal, described at the
meeting by Kim Havey, came in from Blair Housing and a consortium of local service GLBT
organizations. The proposal is to develop a 5-6 story mixed use building with a green roof
that will include affordable housing for those living with AIDS. Other floors occupied by
GLBT organizations including new space for District 202.

» Salsa a la Salsa—Jana said that Salsa a la Salsa’s sidewalk café permit was rescinded by the
City of Minneapolis. Ruth at Councilwoman Goodman’s office will pull together materials
including the staff report. Michael said this is not so much an ordinance as a policy. In
recent discussions there were issues about access for those with disabilities in the areas with
sidewalk seating. There is a waiver option based on several considerations such as the level
of pedestrian traffic. Several persons at the meeting spoke in support of Salsa a la Salsa.

I11. 7:00-7:20 LUNDS Update on the 12" and Hennepin Store—Doug Kline

Doug Kline gave a brief presentation and responded to numerous questions. Key points
included:

The hope is that Lunds Downtown will open in 2007. Lunds is committed to the location and
Lunds owns the building and others in the neighborhood. Lunds was overly aggressive and naive
at first and 2006 was not realistic for opening but cannot commit to a specific month in 2007 and
hopes to open sometime during the year.

Construction is behind the initial schedule to open the Downtown store before the Northeast
Store. Construction has been slowed by various factors including working with a historic
building. There have also been complications with the design.

Lunds decided to put the Downtown store on hold so they could open the Northeast Store.

Work now is focusing on what product selection and location in the store, how to use the pre-
existing elevator shaft, and designing for a two-level store. Multi-level stores are not common in
the US or Europe.

Comments/questions:

Lunds has a communication responsibility to more people than are in the room—Doug
said that when the Northeast store opens they would likely be doing more
communication.
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Is there is any effect from the Whole Foods store—Doug said no, they knew that deal
was in the works. Doug said that Lunds had an opportunity to do one large store but is
committed to the two smaller stores.

What about the proposed restaurant in a new building? —Doug said that Lunds was still
looking at the square footage of the other existing buildings, but a sit-down restaurant is
not in the works.

The start and stop work has left the property looking worse—Doug said that they will
have time to address this after the Northeast opening.

Question about the location of pharmacies and similar—Doug said that all design options
remain open and there are many of them. The most important component is the grocery
store option. Escalators are very expensive even in the new Northeast store and cost is
higher for a retrofit location such as the Downtown store.

Question about the fate of the existing businesses—Doug said it was undetermined if
they would stay and he can’t say for sure if they would leave at a specific time.

Question about separating some of the uses such as putting the pharmacy and wine shop
into other buildings in the neighborhood—Doug said this was all part of the discussion.

Question that if the two-level option is holding things up it might be better to downsize—
Doug said they need to work in 25,000 square feet, comparable to Lunds Uptown and
Northeast Lunds.

Question about whether time might be running out for the permits—Doug was uncertain
about any time restrictions but assume they would ask for extension if necessary.

1.7:20-8:00 Loring Hill Design Guidelines—Loring Hill Task Force (Mike Marn, Scott Mayer, Becky
Gullickson, John van Heel)

Mike Marn briefly described the process. The task force started meeting early in 2005. The city
imposed a moratorium in the spring of 2005, and the task force met numerous times over the next
year. There were several focus group meetings and a survey. The Loring Hill is a defined
geographic area—see the document. The consultant determined that the Loring Hill area is
composed of five distinct sub-areas: institutional heart, lower terrace, courtyard row, upper
terrace, and south edge. The recommendations vary by sub-area.

Scott Mayer has defined rules of engagement for use with developers wishing to build in the area
designed to correspond to the Development Review Committee concept. Jana added that there is
a lot of activity on the hill now.

Comments/questions:

Dan Hunt said that it seems that the guidelines do not specifically address height and
asked if this is the purpose of the building types and sub-areas. In response to Dan Hunt's
question regarding height, Mike said that the guidelines specifically identifies only one
sub-area, the South Edge, where building height greater than the 84' allowed under OR3
zoning may be considered. Otherwise the height is limited to 84 feet due to the OR-3
zoning. There is possibility of confusion in this area because most is in a Shoreland
Overlay District because of distance to Loring Pond and this has a height limit of 2.5
stories—some think that this limit trumps OR-3. The guidelines are not law and do not
change zoning. Mike said that the building types are recommendations (see the small
chart on page 10). Mike would hope that anything built there would be consistent with
those building types. For example, a condominium building should complement the
mansion type that is in the Lower Terrace.
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There was a question about public views—this is not about views from private windows,
rather there are some buildings that should continue to be viewed from certain public
spaces.

The guidelines are online. There will be copies available at the office after they are approved.
There will be a public presentation on Saturday, September 30 at the Woman’s Club.

Motion by Bob Copeland, seconded by Kim Havey, to approve the guidelines and forward them
to the CLPC Board.

Motion passed, Mike McLaughlin abstaining

V. 8:00-8:30 Loring Park Municipal Park Ramp —John van Heel

John described the recent city RFP to sell several parking ramps around the downtown core. John
believes there are opportunities. The Loring Ramp predates the newer, more attractively
designed parking ramps. John hopes for proposals that will create a more attractive exterior and
better uses for the first floor. John is concerned that the RFP does not make appearance a
sufficiently important issue. John said that property owners have mentioned difficulty renting
units that face the ramp, but there is demand for a parking ramp in this location. However, the
REFP is already written and the opportunity to provide input into the RFP has passed. The
opportunity now may be to work with the purchaser. Jana thinks there is still a chance to log
neighborhood concerns with CPED that would be considered when bids are opened in October.

Motion by Richard Sandberg, seconded Pat Havenstein, that the CLPC Board communicate to
Mike Christenson of CPED that the Loring Ramp in its current condition has a negative impact
on the neighborhood. It is the wish of the neighborhood that the purchaser improves the exterior
appearance, lighting, and street-level use.

Motion passed
Adjourned 8:10 p.m.
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