






 

Twin Cities Sustainable Communities Conference, March 12 & 13 2010 
Linking Citizens and Cities for Sustainable Communities 

Central Lutheran Church , 333 12th Street South, Minneapolis 55404 (next to the Minneapolis Convention Center) 
Local Government Sustainability Workshop - Friday March 12 Noon to 5pm, 

Neighborhood Sustainability Conference – Saturday March 13 8:30am to 4:30pm 

Contact: Sean Gosiewski, Program Director, Alliance for Sustainability 612-331-1099 sean@afors.org   www.afors.org ,  

Audience: Fri. - 350 local government leaders, Sat. - 500 volunteers from neighborhoods, congregations & schools.  

Third Annual Local Government Workshop – Friday March 12, Noon to 5pm 
Goals 1. Link local governments with grants and innovative funding tools for their sustainability projects. 

2. Highlight effective sustainability best practices included in the new MN Greensteps Cities Program. 

3. Help cities simplify their sustainability efforts  by using sustainability indicators to focus city 
operations, ordinances and community engagement to achieve common goals & report on progress. 

Audience 350 local government staff and elected officials, citizen and business leaders will learn about model 
policies and ordinances they can adopt to save money on city buildings, pay for ash tree removal, fund 
innovative storm water management projects, expand pedestrian, bike and transit networks, reduce costs 
of road repair and waste management, spur economic development and enhance livability. 

Noon Networking, Exhibitors, Light Lunch 

Keynote  
12:45 pm 

• Making sustainability simple. How Madison is using the Natural Step to guide changes in city 
operations, ordinances and community engagement to meet their goals and report their results to 
residents.  

• Creating consensus for local action. Bridging differences to get projects done. New state and 
federal funding for city sustainability projects. Overview of Burnsville’s Sustainability Guide Plan -  
Mayor Elizabeth Kautz, Mayor, City of Burnsville and President, U.S. Conf. of Mayors (invited)   

Local government staff, elected officials and topic experts will share successful projects and new 
funding opportunities and will engage participants to share insights from their cities.  

Workshops 
 
2:00 to 3:10 

- Overview of the MN Green Step Cities Program including technical assistance, Phillip Muessig, 
MPCA  

- Using Sustainability Indicators and the Natural Step to focus city efforts to green city 
operations, ordinances and community and business engagement -   City of Madison, Office of 
Sustainability, Gayle Prest, Sustainability Manager, City of Minneapolis 

- New Money Available for City Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Projects – MN Office 
of Energy Security and MPCA update on state and federal grant opportunities Christie Traczyk  
Center for Energy and Environment  Public Buildings Enhanced Energy Efficiency Program.  

- Creating safe pedestrian and bike networks through Complete Streets policies – municipal 
leaders will highlight ways citizens and city councils can create safe and convenient pedestrian, bike 
and transit links to new transit corridors and regional trails. Learn how to use the new web-based 
Cyclopath tool. How the proposed State of MN Complete Streets Policy will offer municipalities 
added flexibility. Overview of state and foundation grants for bike and pedestrian planning. 

- Protecting and Diversifying Urban Forests.  Updates on state funding sources to for ash tree 
removal and replanting diversified urban forests. Balancing needs for shade and storm water 
mitigation with solar access and food production. Fruit and nut tree options. Protecting priority elm 
and ash. Model Tree Policies, Tree City USA, Ken Holman, DNR, John Uban Bonestroo. 

Workshops 
 
3:20 to 
4:30pm 

- MN Green Step Cities Pilot Communities Roundtable – staff and elected officials from Edina, St. 
Louis Park, Bloomington, Falcon Heights and Victoria will share some of their sustainability 
initiatives. Urban Lands Institute and the Regional Council of Mayors. 

- Implementing your Comprehensive Plan with innovative ordinances – Local examples of cities 
that are improving building performance, expanding recycling, ensuring low-impact development 
and meeting other comp plan goals through updating ordinances. Examples of Cities that are 



 
developing or implementing Comprehensive sustainability plans – Burnsville, St. Cloud 

- Community-Wide Energy Efficiency Initiatives – learn how Apple Valley, Minneapolis and St. 
Paul leveraging utility resources and state and federal funds to retrofit hundreds of homes and 
businesses.  Staff from Minneapolis, St. Paul, Apple Valley, Center for Energy and Environment, 
Neighborhood Energy Connection and Metro Clean Energy Resource Team. 

- Blue Star Cities – Improving water quality through comprehensive strategies and innovative 
funding models - Brett Emmons, Emmons Olivier Resources, Trevor Russel, FMR  

- Saving money and resources through organized collection, organics waste collection 
and tiered pricing. Sig Scheurle will share the results of the MPCA’s study that shows the 
multiple environmental and financial benefits of cities switching to organized collection. 
Dianne Wanner, City of St. Paul, John Jaimez, Hennepin County, Eureka Recycling. 

- Empowering Your Citizen Environmental Commission – Suburban environmental commission 
members will share ways they are harnessing the expertise, time and energy of volunteers and interns 
to partner with city staff to save money on city operations and engage the public in conservation. 

4:30 to 5:00 Networking, exhibitors, reception for local government staff, elected officials and citizen leaders. 
 

5th Annual Neighborhood Sustainability Conference, Sat. March 13, 2010 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
Central Lutheran Church, 333 12th Street South Minneapolis  55404 (next to the Minneapolis Convention Center) 

Goals 1. Support volunteers to green their neighborhood, congregation, school or businesses –  with 
project tool kits, free materials, lawn signs a resource guide and speaker lists  

2. Support citizens to partner with their city to enact sustainable local policies - through becoming 
a MN Green Step City, eco-municipality or transition community and sustainability indicators. 

3. Support citizens to advocate for wise state policies to secure a sustainable shared future. 

Audience 500 citizen leaders and volunteers from neighborhoods, congregations, schools, businesses and 
city environmental commissions will get practical resources for their hands-on projects and will learn 
from other citizen leaders who have partnered with their city to bring about sustainable local policies. 

8:30am Registration and Refreshments 

Keynote 
9am 

City Repair – How neighborhood volunteers in Portland are reclaiming urban spaces to create 
community-oriented places for greater neighborhood communication, local food production, and local 
culture.  Mark Lakeman, City Repair, Portland Oregon 

Grassroots Projects – Introductions, Topic overview 20 minutes. Project Case Studies 20 min. 
Technical Assist and Grants 10 min, Q and A/ Discussion 30 min. 

Neighborhood 
Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable 
Energy Projects 

Creating safe, 
welcoming streets 
/sidewalks for All 
Complete Streets 

Blue Thumb 
gardening and 

rain gardens for 
water quality 

Deepening the top 
soil on your block 
through shared 

composting 

Neighborhood 
Tree Stewards – 
diversifying your 

urban forest. 

Grassroots 
Project 

Workshops 
 

10 to 11:30 
 

 
 

Community 
Gardening, 
Farmer’s 

Markets, Food, 
Preservation 

Launching a 
Transition Town 
initiative in your 

community. 

Introduction to 
the Natural Step 

Framework – 
envisioning a new 

shared future 

Global 
Sufficiency 

Network/ Buy 
Local/ Dual 
Currencies 

 

Participate in Extreme Makeovers for a city block, suburban congregation and transit corridor 

Volunteer landscape architects, permaculture designers, architects and planners will work with residents 
to envision new community spaces, green spaces and energy, storm water and food systems. 

Participatory 
Design  

Charettes 
11:30 to 
12:30 Seward Block Club 

Closing the city street and 
connecting yards to build 

community and grow 
healthy food 

St. Luke Presbterian, 
Minnetonka - Replacing 2 acres of 
lawn with permaculture food crops 

to benefit the congregation, 
community and watershed 

Central Corridor - Powering up 
green jobs through efficiency & solar 
projects, urban food production & 
bike,/ pedestrian access for businesses 



 
Lunch and 
Geographic 
Break Out 
Sessions 
 
12:30 to 
1:30 
 

Geographic Break Out Sessions 
- Meet for lunch with others from your neighborhood or suburban community to share your 

project ideas for the spring and summer. 
- Link the green efforts of neighborhoods, congregations and schools in your community. 
- Share news about new initiatives on energy, water, food, greening, etc. in your area. 
- Plan ways to engage others to grow your core team at public gatherings, movie screenings. 

Organizing and Outreach Skill Building Sessions – learn ways to grow your green team 

School Environmental 
Clubs 

Youth Environmental 
Activists of MN 

Congregational 
Creation Care Teams 

Congregations Caring 
for Creation 

Block Clubs 
Neighborhoods, 

Transition Town & 
Initiatives 

Twin Cities Transition 
Towns 

Entrepreneurship 

Urban Market 
Gardens 

Collie Graddick, 
Alliance for 
Sustainability 

 
2pm to 
3:30pm 
 

Suburban 
Environmental 

Commissions/ Green 
Step Cities 

Shared Leadership for 
Community Gardens 

Rachel Hefte, U of MN 
Extension 

Advocacy for climate 
Justice and Green 

Jobs 

1 Sky, Clean Water 
Action, HIRE MN 

Green Career 
Networking 

Barbara Parks, Green 
Career Tracks 

3:30 to 4:30 Networking, exhibitors and reception 

 

Geographic Follow-Up Sessions- April/ May/ June 2010 

3pm Workshop for City Staff and other city and community sustainability leaders 

5pm Reception/ Networking – for city staff, elected leaders and citizen leaders, info tables 

6pm Community Workshop – for community volunteers, council members, and environmental commissions. 
Spring 2010 Sessions will focus on water quality, urban forestry and complete streets. 

West Metro Roundtable - 
April 

St. Louis Park, for cities 
and towns in Hennepin and 
Carver Counties 

East Metro Roundtable 

Woodbury, - May for 
Cities and towns in Ramsey, 
Washington and Chisago 
Counties and the St. Croix 
Valley 

North Metro -  

Roundtable – Roseville 
May for Cities and towns in 
Anoka, and Northern 
Hennepin, Ramsey and 
Washington Counties 

South Metro  Roundtable 
- June 

Cities and towns in Dakota 
County, South Washington, 
Rice and Scott Counties 

 
Resources to be included in Conference Resource Guide 

• Current listing of funding options for city sustainability projects 
• Listing of exhibitors and resource organizations 
• How to participate in the MN Green Step Cities program 
• How your city can become an Ecomunicipality 
• How to form a transition town initiative 
• Sample questions to ask governors candidates on sustainability 
• Examples of Sustainability indicators from several cities that model social, economic and environmental 

sustainability – Santa Monica, Minneapolis, Seattle 
Conference Sponsors 
Alliance for Sustainability, Cities of St. Paul and Minneapolis, Hennepin County, the League of Minnesota Cities, MN 
Pollution Control Agency, Minnehaha Creek Watershed District, Eureka Recycling, Xcel Energy – (Please call us at 612-
331-1099 if your organization would like to sponsor or exhibit at the event.) 

 





ATTACHMENT #5

May 2009 Livability
Monica updated the committee about opportunity centers (Heading Home Hennepin) for youth, 
single adults and families.  YouthLink, located off Currie Avenue, has a goal of a 24/7 center for 
youth (21 and younger).  For single adults, Catholic Charities at 17th St and Chicago Avenue will 
offer a venue.  Monica provided a brief background on St. Stephen’s, which focuses on those 
sleeping outside or in substandard settings (such as cars).  They focus on finding housing but also 
need to address folks with mental and drug dependency issues.  Monica cited a real success story 
of a young woman who went from sleeping in the bushes to an apartment with view of the same 
park bushes.
Monica distributed the small green brochures that list services for the homeless and how to access 
them.  She also talked about items such as socks and slim-jims that they pass out to help build 
relationships.  Monica noted that most of the homeless are women and children.  There is concern
that the rotating model of housing families may be less available with recent closures.  The most 
recent count of those unsheltered (350 in April) is up considerably from January.
The St. Stephen’s program is running at a deficit for the year with cuts in state funding.  Jan 
suggested contacting some of the condo buildings for possible inclusion in the building letter or 
similar. 
Gary asked if the four churches that support Sunday Night suppers might consider having the 
money diverted to St. Stephen’s Outreach.  Dave suggested developing a liaison with the State 
Patrol.  Jana thought that CLPC’s Phase II monies might be used as matching funds to develop a 
Loring Park outreach worker.

July 2009 Livability
Is there is one area that they need money more than others?  Monica said that items coordination, 
prevention and housing need more community support.  CLPC should identify which issues they 
are passionate about and target those.  In response to a question, Monica described how St. 
Stephen’s approaches a call and what it takes to get someone housing.
Dick asked about the Downtown Ambassadors – Monica attended training and hopes they will 
call her.
Dick asked which agencies to approach about housing—Monica suggested picking one place and 
support it for all three years.  Different agencies focus on families, youth or single adults.  Bob 
suggested working with those who are recently discharged from custody.  While not a 
sympathetic group, Monica suggests that they are less of a threat if sheltered than if on the street.


