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Citizens for a Loring Park Community (CLPC)
Livability Committee Meeting
Wednesday, April 18th, 2007

6:30-8:00 pm
Loring Park Community Center

Attendance:  Dick Sandberg (Loring Green East), Jan Sandberg (Loring Green East), Jana Metge (CLPC 
Coordinator), John van Heel (110 West Grant), Robert Hansen (Loring 100), Terry Thompson (Loring 
Green East), Richard Gardell (180 Degrees), Edith-Nicole Cameron (Restorative Justice), Diane Moe 
(Loring Park), Neil Carlson (Summit House), Ani Loizzo (MPIRG)

I. 6:30-6:45 pm.  Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Approval, Minutes, Announcements—Robert 
Hansen

Robert Hansen led introductions of the 11 or so people in attendance.  

Motion Richard Sandberg, seconded  Terry Thompson, to approve the minutes from March 21st, 2007 as 
amended.

Motion passed

Announcements:  

• Loring Park Dog Play Area Fundraiser – Thursday, April 19th, 5:00 pm Joe’s Garage on their 
rooftop patio (weather permitting).   The event will also be used to update everyone on the 
construction schedule, fundraising efforts, and Loring Park Dog Owners Group.   Food, great 
prizes, auction items, and a cash bar will be available for a $25 admission fee. 

• Loring Greenway – Closed April 16 and scheduled to re-open mid-October.

• Bike/Walk to Work Day May 18, 2007.  The Minneapolis event will be held on the Hennepin 
County Government Center Plaza.  Upon arrival participants are greeted by a band, receive a free 
breakfast and promotional gifts, and are able to browse related goods and services at vendor 
booths.  BIKE RIDE AND WALKING GROUP LEADERS NEEDED!  To volunteer, contact To 
volunteer for a ride or walk leading to downtown Minneapolis, please contact Shaun Murphy, 
shaun.murphy@ci.minneapolis.mn.us, 612-673-2335.  For more information see 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/bicycles/20070327volunteer.asp 

• Historic Resources Survey of Lowry Hill East, Loring Park, and Elliot Park:  The Minnesota 
Historical Society has approved the City’s request for $20,000 to conduct an historic resources 
survey in 2007-2008.  The Society complimented the City Council for its consistent support of, 
and ongoing commitment for historic survey work throughout the City and concern about recent 
development pressure in these neighborhoods and the potential loss of historic resources.  CPED-
Planning will begin putting together an RFP to hire an historic consultant to work with CPED 
staff.  The focus in Loring Park will be the Loring Hill sub-area.

• Meeting Schedule for 2007-08 – 

Motion by John van Heel, seconded by Neil Carlson,  to cancel the August and November 2007 
Livability Comittee meetings.

Motion passed.
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2007:  May 16, June 20, July 18, August 15 (no meeting), September 19, October 17, 
November 21 (no meetng), December 19 

2008:  January 16, February 20, March 19

• Hennepin County bike maps were distributed and a few are available from the CLPC office.

• Jana distributed publications about the Home Tour on April 28 and 29

• The Red Eye Theater is offering a new play, Reservoir Bitches,  April 20 – May 6.

• Blood Drive:  The second annual neighborhood blood drive will be held April 28th, 2007 at the 
Woman’s Club, 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Walk-ins are welcome but appointments are encouraged—
call 612-870-8001 or e-mail Blooddrive@womansclub.org..

• Jana informed the committee that she has been nominated to be one of several community 
members asked to evaluate the performance of Minneapolis department heads.  

• Diane Moe told the committee that Kevin Milner passed away yesterday from leukemia.  Kevin 
worked as the Loring Park liaison for several years and was a frequent attendee at committee 
meetings.  

II. 6:45-7:15  pm. Restorative Justice Community Action, Inc. -- Edith-Nicole Cameron

Edith distributed cookies which were much appreciated.  She then reviewed the history of the Restorative 
Justice Community Action (RJCA) and its interaction with CLPC.  Edith distributed several handouts 
describing the program, volunteer opportunities, outcomes, and community service sites.  These will be 
posted on the CLPC Web site.  RJCA brings together a conference of community members and the 
offender held in the neighborhood and guided by a RJCA facilitator.  The focus of the meeting is to help 
offenders understand how their actions have damaged the neighborhood and how offenders can make 
amends and end with a restitution agreement agreed to by all parties.

Restorative Justice treats the community as the victim of crime.  The question is what harm is caused and 
how can the harm be repaired--traditionally victims of livability crimes have had little or no voice. 
Beginning as CCNP Restorative Justice in 1997 by representatives of several downtown neighborhoods 
including Loring Park.  CCNPRJ was housed as a program within the  Steven Square Community 
Organization.  The program expanded into other neighboring communities and now serves 13 
neighborhoods.  Edith's job is outreach and relationship building.  In its first years, CCNPRJ relied on 
NRP funds but this has changed over time.  

Edith is concerned that there is currently confusion about the relationship between RJCA and  the 
neighborhoods.  The board used to have a rep from all neighborhoods on the board but now with 8 board 
members and 13 neighborhoods this is not the case.  See handout for history.  When it was a three-
neighborhood partnership there was a MOU since replaced by the RJCA bylaws which do not define a 
formal relationship. 

In response to concerns last month about outdated statistics reported by RJCA, Edith reviewed the 2002 
study that tracked recidivism.  They are looking to do a new study, but have concerns about the control 
group.  Hennepin County did a study that look at RJCA recidivism but used as a control group those who 
were incarcerated.  

A handout on community service provided through the program showed several opportunities in Loring 
Park including service at AccessWorks and the Basilica.  Loring Park has traditionally had few cases, 
fewer than downtown.  For the First Precinct, cases peaked in 2003 and decreased substantially to 2005 
when the covered crimes were made payable offenses.  A direct referral option started in 2005 that 
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included a slip with the ticket describing the program and referrals are now up.  Late last year they 
implemented direct referrals with park police.  

Question about volunteers:  RJCA tries to get volunteers for offenses in their neighborhood but she noted 
that those from Loring Park report feeling that downtown is a part of their neighborhood.  Jana thought 
that this was more likely for those on the south/southwest portion of the neighborhood.  

Question about the community service list:  There is an ongoing need for new opportunities but there 
needs to be supervision and RJCA staff are not available to do this.  For example, a quarterly cleanup of 
an area is an option if supervision could be found.  Another option is to help find contact persons at local 
institutions.  Another option is Friends of Loring Park that has events scheduled.  Or some of the major 
festivals and the dog play area.  It is important the events be known in advance because they are not 
dictated but chosen by the conference (participants and the offender).

The relationship with RJCA and CLPC needs to be better defined.  Edith will send copies of her 
handouts to John and John will create links from the CLPC Web site to RJCA.  Neil suggested making 
sure that the new police officers in the First Precinct are aware of what RJCA does.  It is likely that RJCA 
will be considered during discussions of goals, objectives, and activities for the coming year.  

III. 7:15-7:30 pm. Safety Update -- Luther Krueger, CPS

Year-to-date crime in First Precinct is down 15% for Part I (serious) crimes, with robbery down 30%. 
However there was a spike in robberies last week including a robbery at 9th and Hennepin  observed by 
several cameras.  Luther said that this burst in robberies may be due to the same offender as happened 
several years ago in this area.  

There are seven new recruits downtown, rotating through shifts and getting used to Block E in specific 
and downtown in general.  This will get us closer to having a beat cop in the Loring area.  

Impact statements are going very well, with 1,200 last year and on pace to have 2,400 this year.  The city 
has gone to new 911 software that uses the information from GPS in the squads to allow dispatching the 
closest squad to a call, which might be a squad from another precinct.  

Question—how big of a problem is Block E?  Luther has concerns that the skyway system that pulls 
folks off the street reduces the eyes on the street.  This contributes to the problems with Block E.  There 
has been talk of disconnecting some buildings from the skyway.  The police have been meeting with 
businesses to try to determine what is attracting troublemakers and how to improve natural surveillance. 
Several of the police will be more aggressive in this area.  

IV. 7:30-7:45 pm.  Take Back the Night --  Ani Loizzo, MPIRG

Ani Loizzo (ALOIZZO@MPIRG.ORG) is the organizer for MPIRG's 10th Annual Take Back the Night., 
happening Thursday, April 26th from 6-10 pm in Loring Park.  There will be speakers, including Rep. 
Karen Clark, and other speakers who are victims of domestic violence.  Due to funding cuts, it is not clear 
if MPIRG will sponsor the event next year.  If committee members wish to support the project, they 
should communicate this interest to Ani via e-mail as soon as possible.  MPIRG’s issues and projects are 
decided democratically and any community members can propose projects.  E-mail Ani indicating your 
support for the program and she will share our communications at Issues and Actions.  Jan will email 
Luther about the opportunity to support the event.  

V. 7:45-8:00 Mission/Vision Statements, Goals/Activities – Bob Hansen

The Committee will work on updating mission/vision, goals, and activities over the next few meetings.  A 
subgroup will meet to develop a revised list for discussion at the next committee meeting.
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Adjourn 8:10 pm

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C L P C  L i v a b i l i t y  C o m m i t t e e

2 0 0 5  V i s i o n ,  M i s s i o n ,  G o a l s ,  a n d  A c t i v i t i e s

Vision:  
That Loring Park neighborhood will be perceived as a safe community, one that is inviting, welcoming, 
and looks out for one another.

Mission:  
To provide a forum for residents, businesses, and others interested in public safety, public policy, and 
livability issues; to voice their ideas in a way that is constructive to the long term health and success of 
the neighborhood and its constituents.

Goals:
Goal 1:  To build a network between residential properties, businesses, MPD, and the neighborhood to 
share and communicate information on a monthly basis.

Goal 2: To provide a forum where residents and businesses can discuss public safety issues and 
brainstorm innovative approaches and solutions to identified obstacles within the Criminal Justice 
System to include the MPD, City Attorney, County Attorney, and Judges.

Goal 3:  To support a joint-neighborhood Restorative Justice Program and promote its activities and our 
partnership.

Goal 4:  To work with the CCNP/Safety Collaborative and support a mission of addressing the root 
causes of crime versus a policy of displacement from one neighborhood to the next.

Goal 5:  To promote, support, and/or initiate Community Celebrations and Events which bring together 
community stakeholders to celebrate our neighborhood, share information,  and conduct outreach.

Goal 6:  To promote, support, and/or initiate "greening" efforts in the community which enhance our 
neighborhood's livability.

Activities:  

Events to Date:
National Nite Out at Loring Park each August and Winter Solstice Celebration each December.
Supported and promoted the Loring Park Arts Festival since 2001.

Projects to Date:
CCNP/SAFETY committee = CURA Study "The Prosecution of Misdemeanor Crimes”
CURA Study "Does the Wording of Ordinances affect the Prosecution of Misdemeanor Crimes?"
Westside Convention Center Project, Loring Park Lighting Initiative, Downtown Bus Fare Zone 
Expansion, advocacy to secure Loring Park as an initial site for Hour Car.

Action to Date:
Provided testimony during the 2004 and 2005 City of Minneapolis Budget process, provided testimony on 
the creation of new and improved Livability Ordinances, 1st Community Group to support the Downtown 
Camera Project.
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