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Citizens for a Loring Park Community (CLPC)
Livability Committee Meeting

Wednesday, May 16th, 2007
6:30-8:15 p.m.

Loring Park Community Center

Attendance:  Robert Hansen (Loring 100), Jana Metge (CLPC Coordinator), Dick Sandberg (Loring 
Green East), Luther Krueger (Minneapolis Police), Jan Sandberg (Loring Green East), Diane Moe 
(Loring Park), Dan Gibson (1501 LaSalle), Virginia Reilly (Booth Manor), David Wilson (117 West 
Grant Street), Dean Laite (Laurel Apartments), Cathryn Olson (Loring Way)

I. 6:30-6:45 p.m.  Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Approval, April 18th Minutes, Announcements
—Robert Hansen

Crime Prevention Specialist Krueger had another engagement at 7 p.m. so the committee rearranged the 
agenda to discuss his items first.

The April minutes were postponed to June.

Announcements:  

• Loring Park Dog Play Area Construction –.ground breaking at 6:00 p.m. on May 17, 2007. 

• Loring Greenway – Pictures will be circulated of the work in progress.

• Bike/Walk to Work Day May 18, 2007.  The Minneapolis event will be held on the Hennepin 
County Government Center Plaza.  Upon arrival participants are greeted by a band, receive a free 
breakfast and promotional gifts, and are able to browse related goods and services at vendor 
booths.  Join the Loring Park walkers, departing from the front of the Loring Park Community 
Center at 7:30 a.m.!!   

• Jana Metge distributed a variety of information including:

• Hennepin County Bike and Road Maps 

• Earth Friendly Landscaping

• Library merger Talking  Points

• Central Corridor Light Rail 

II. 6:45-7:15  p.m. Safety Update  – Crime Prevention Specialist Luther Krueger

Luther reported that there are few serous crimes in the neighborhood.  There have been some car break-
ins, but none of the robberies similar to those of last summer.  Luther spoke to a resident at the Open 
House about drug activity in a neighborhood building but landlord is dealing with it.  

A resident has raised concerns about activities near 15th and LaSalle, especially panhandlers near Access 
Works and harassment of customers outside the liquor store near Grant and LaSalle.  Luther said that 
calls in this area have not increased recently.  A committee member commented that while the staff at 
AccessWorks are good folks, there are some problems with the clients including panhandling, discarded 
needles, and drug usage in the Bar 19 parking lot.  This behavior occurs day and night.  There are cameras 
in the parking lot and Luther thought it would be helpful to get photos of license plates. Luther would be 
happy to work with the bar to send a letter if he can collect evidence.  

Another committee member asked about the possibility of developing a neighborhood watch program. 
Recently a neighbor of his (near MCTC) was a victim of an attempted robbery (for cigarettes). MCTC has 
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alerts about activity in the neighborhood.  Some of the areas are too dark.  He has called 311 about burned 
out lights but some have not been replaced for several months.  Luther said that if there is construction 
nearby it can interrupt lighting.  Repeat calls to 311 are recommended.  Luther had some concern about 
an impression of park safety concerning rapes (MCTC is obligated to report everything to students) but 
such crimes in first precinct have not been stranger-related which is the type of crime of most concern to 
residents.  

Luther said that there are written guidelines for citizen patrols (see the link on the City’s Web site for 
crime prevention resources at http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/).  Some time 
ago, Luther made repeated  presentations about citizen patrols, but few actually became formally 
constituted.  In order to offer formal training, Luther needs a commitment of two people to lead the patrol 
and ten others to attend the training.  Luther fully supports the use of citizen patrols – they were very 
useful in several neighborhoods in the mid-1990’s.  

In response to a question, Luther said that the department’s plan is to increase the number of sworn 
officers over the next few years to get up to about 900 officers—there are currently about 820 officers. 
To get to the goal of 900, they will need to train about 100 to allow for retirements and drop-outs. 
Currently there are 40 officers in training and there are several classes a year. 

A committee member asked about the resolution of homicides in the neighborhood.  Luther said that one 
was actually suicide, the other two do not appear to be stranger related but arrests are not imminent. 
Luther does not feel that residents should feel threatened. 

III. 7:15-7:30 p.m.  Lurking vs. Loitering – Crime Prevention Specialist Luther Krueger

A council member is concerned that someone should not be jailed for what they are thinking which is part 
of the lurking ordinance.1  There are also some statistics being circulated that suggest that arrests are 
biased by race and time of day.  Luther believes that the overall statistics do not bear this out—about half 
of arrests for lurking are black but they occur in predominantly black areas.  It is correct that most lurking 
charges are dismissed in court, but not because there was an invalid arrest.  Dismissal rate is a poor 
indicator. because lurking is at the low end of misdemeanors and when combined with other 
misdemeanors during an arrest, lurking may be dropped because some of the other charges are kept.  It 
has been alleged that the loiter law is more clear, but this is due to the nature of the offense. (See 
Attachment A).  Loitering is more public, wanting-to-be-seen activity while lurking is lying in wait.  The 
police believe that repeal would have negative consequences.  Residents are now encouraged to call the 
police when they suspect that there are problem.  If someone is walking through a lot checking door 
handles and sees the police and pulls into the shadows, residents are encouraged to call and police can 
then question the suspect.  Without the lurking ordinance there is nothing that the police can do. 
Currently the Mayor is opposed.  The ordinance is not being challenged at the state level as illegal.  The 
Council has fine-tuned the ordinance in the last year. 

Luther stressed that one other thing that could help public safety would be to establish a night court for 
immediate arraignment.  Proximity in time helps the judge get a better measure of the offense.  The court 
is also a more efficient use of police time as most arrests occur after 5 p.m.  Night court is being 
championed by some city activists who see it as preferable to spending time in jail.  

IV. 7:30-7:45 p.m. Park Activities – Diane Moe, Loring Park

Diane reported that the small pond has been “de-cat tailed.”  Berger Fountain is up and running and the 
Friends of Loring Park are collecting money for the maintenance of the fountain.  In response to a 

1 CHAPTER 385. IN GENERAL  385.80. Lurking.  No person, in any public or private place, shall lurk, lie in wait 
or be concealed with intent to commit any crime or unlawful act. (Code 1960, As Amend., § 870.050; 2005-Or-076, 
§ 1, 9-2-05) 
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question, Diane said that any misuse of the fountain should be reported to 911.  Finally, the Friends are 
working on a stained glass window for the community center.  

Diane noted that the MPRB is partnering with the Science Museum of Minnesota there will be 20 
dinosaurs (similar to the Snoopy statues and decorated by artists) in Minneapolis and one will be in 
Loring Park (Memorial Day through Labor Day).

Diane reviewed park activities including festivals for the summer.  A list is available at the Community 
Arts Center.  Major events include the Pride Festival (June 23-24), the Loring Art Festival (August 4), 
National Night Out (August 7), and the Refugee Camp Exhibit from Doctors Without Borders (September 
26-30).  The theme of Music and Movies (sponsored by the Walker) is Sultry Nights, films from the 
1950s. 

In response to a question about a recognition for Kevin Milner, the committee should consider developing 
a plan and possibly work through the Friends to do a brick or similar.  

V. 7:45-8:15 p.m. Connecting with the Neighborhood – Bob Hansen

The committee is interested in identifying ways to make more in the neighborhood aware of CLPC and 
the work of the committee.  The park is a focal point for the neighborhood and the committee can try to 
take advantage of some of the activities that already occur there.   

Diane said that the larger events are permitted and paid for so the committee would have to contact them 
to get a booth.  For the music and movies, the only attendees are substantial contributors but John van 
Heel may have a contact there.  In other cases the use of park facilities is limited so that activities do not 
hassle park attendees.  

It was suggested that CLPC put together a brochure/materials for property owners to distribute to new 
residents.  CLPC could also do a better job with National Night Out to increase attendees and exposure. 
Finally the committee should contact the new Major at Booth Manor.  

One member reported that he is working on a multi-cultural project to bring people from spiritual 
organizations into several parks that would include different denominations coming together for a cultural 
event.  

VI. Parking (added to the agenda) – David Wilson

Mr. Wilson said that parking has become much worse with the construction of the Eitel Hospital.  He 
distributed an outline of problems and possible solutions (see Attachment B).  The problem is that this is a 
critical parking area with high demand.  Mr. Wilson has been getting tickets and had his car towed 
because of unclear temporary signs and untimely posting.  The timing is such that if you do not check the 
street daily, you can miss a sign.  In the case of Eitel Hospital,  the signage is driven by construction 
requirements.  These are cardboard, temporary signs that limit parking in a certain area for a period of 
time.  There is supposed to be 48 hours notice at least.  He thinks that the construction manager is relying 
on the city to do the communication and the bottom line is that the communication is not adequate.  He 
proposes a number of possible solutions.  In his building the manager posts notices with parking changes. 

CLPC has been told that no one has been towed because of the Eitel work.  Jana reminded the committee 
that prior to project approval there was agreement on notification—there was no discussion of city staff 
calling buildings or overall restriction of parking.  

Diane commented that they have had to post signs when they needed to do tree work and a squad would 
not come to tow the car until the police could verify that there had been adequate notice.  Others noted 
that for street sweeping, there is apparently self-verification by public works that there has been adequate 
posting.  Current law allows you to park your car for 48 hours. 
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Motion by David Wilson, seconded by Jan Sandberg, to forward the memo from Mr. Wilson to the CLPC 
Board with a recommendation that the Board devise comments or recommendations to be forwarded to 
the city.  

Motion passed, one opposed.

In general there are other parking problems, including a more aggressive installation of parking meters. 
At the most recent CLPC Board meeting, there was discussion about forming a task force to look at 
paring issues on Loring Hill.  Dick suggested that parking should be a significant element of the NRP 
Phase II plan.  

Adjourn  8:10 p.m.

FUTURE TOPICS (ACTION ITEMS)

1.  Discussion of block clubs and block club resources for possible promotion in Loring Park.  This would 
include discussion of block clubs and apartment clubs, how to become a crime prevention block or 
apartment club leader , block club activities, citizen patrols, doorknocking,, neighborhood security 
surveys, and neighborhood watchforce signs.  See the City’s Web page for block club resources at 
http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/ 

Per discussion at the May meeting, involve the property owners group, get more information 
about what Stevens Square is doing, invite MCTC (Reed Webster) to participate.

2.  Mission/Vision/Goals/Activities Work Group.  The goal is to develop an annual work plan.  

3.  Connecting with the Neighborhood Work Group

4.  Invite the new Booth Manor Major to attend a future meeting (and put him on the e-mail list)

May 2007 Page 4 of 7

http://www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/police/crime-prevention/


DRAFT

ATTACHMENT A

CHAPTER 385 IN GENERAL  385.50. Loitering. (a) No person shall loiter on the streets or in a public 
place or in a place open to the public with intent to solicit for the purposes of prostitution, illegal narcotic 
sale, distribution, purchase or possession, or any other act prohibited by law.  

(b)   No person shall be present in a motor vehicle stopped, parked or operated on the street, in a public 
place or in a place open to the public with intent to solicit for the purposes of prostitution, illegal narcotic 
sale, distribution, purchase or possession, or any other act prohibited by law.

(c)   Among the circumstances which may be considered in determining whether a person intends to loiter 
for the purposes of engaging in prostitution are whether a person:

(1)   Repeatedly beckons to, stops or attempts to stop, or engages passersby in conversation;

(2)   Repeatedly stops or attempts to stop motor vehicle operators by hailing, waving of arms or any other 
bodily gesture;

(3)   Is a known prostitute or procurer of prostitutes; or

(4)   Inquires whether a potential patron, procurer or a prostitute is a police officer or searches for articles 
that would identify a police officer or requests the touching or exposing of male or female genitals or 
female breasts to prove that the person is not a police officer.

(d)   Among the circumstances which may be considered in determining whether a person intends to loiter 
for the purpose of engaging in distributing illegal narcotics are whether a person:

(1)   Repeatedly beckons to, stops or attempts to stop, or engages passersby in conversation.

(2)   Repeatedly stops or attempts to stop motor vehicle operators by hailing, waving of arms or other 
bodily gesture.

(3)   Acts as a look-out.

(4)   Transfers small objects or packages of currency or any other thing of value in a furtive fashion which 
would lead an observer to believe or ascertain that a drug transaction has or is about to occur.

(5)   Carries small objects or packages in one's mouth and transfers such objects or packages to another 
person for currency or any other thing of value, or swallows or attempts to swallow the objects or 
packages if approached by a law enforcement officer.

A   prima facie case may be established by a law enforcement officer's observations of the offender's 
behavior, and the seizure or recovery of illegal drugs shall not be a prerequisite to establishment of a 
prima facie case.

(e)   A violation of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by up to ninety (90) days in jail and/or a one 
thousand dollar ($1,000.00) fine. The city prosecutor may request that the court impose, as a condition of 
pretrial release or probation, that the defendant be geographically restricted from a reasonable and limited 
area surrounding the location where the crime allegedly occurred. The specific boundaries and duration of 
the geographic restriction shall be determined by the court and described to the defendant on-the-record 
or in writing.

(f)   Severance. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this law is held invalid or unconstitutional by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, it shall in no way affect the validity of any remaining portions of this 
law. (Code 1960, As Amend., § 870.010; 2004-Or-058, § 1, 5-28-04)
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ATTACHMENT B
May 11, 2007

To: CLPC Livability Committee
From: David Wilson

117 West Grant St.
Subject: Parking in the neighborhood as a livability issue

I have lived here for 7 years. Before that I lived in a less dense neighborhood in southwest Minneapolis where 
there is sufficient on- and off- street parking. When I moved here, I was struck by how much competition there is 
for off-street parking. I was further struck by the parking behavior of a significant number of people—they take 
much too much space to park their cars without any apparent concern for leaving enough space for others to park 
legally.

I have lived through several major road repair projects that lasted for months and removed off-street parking from 
the limited pool that was available in this city designated "critical parking area." They included Spruce Place between 
Grant and 14th. Streets, Grant St between Spruce and La Salle, and LaSalle Ave. from Grant St. to Franklin. At 
present the Eitel construction site has taken parking on the westside of Spruce PI and the eastside of Willow, 
between Grant and 14th Streets.

It is the Eitel construction project that I am addressing as the current problem. 

The Facts

• This area is a designated "critical parking" zone in which in theory limits parking to 2 hours except for 
residents who have bought a permit for $25. per year. The enforcement hours are 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.

• The city uses temporary signs which are usually installed the day before the parking restrictions from 
7:00am to 5:00pm to alert the public. For street cleaning and snow plowing the city rule is that once the 
work is complete, you can park your car.

• Large construction projects need to apply for and pay for a city permit if they need temporary parking 
restrictions. They must file a communication plan with the permit.

• The construction superintendent calls the city to instruct them when to post signs for temporary parking 
restrictions.  

The Problem

• The temporary signs do not reach all people who park their cars on the street in this zone.

• Sometimes the signs have been left up after the work is completed, leaving a puzzle for people looking to 
park.

• Sometimes the signs are ambiguous e.g. posting signs that say "no parking between signs" instead of "no 
parking on date." The signs can slip to the ground, be obstructed , or be unreadable.

• The contractor calls all the shots without notifying the public. City staff are responsible for placing and 
removing the temporary signs. The contractor wanted to restrict all parking on the westside of Spruce 
Place and the eastside of Willow between Grant and 14th Sts. but this was ruled out during discussions 
with the city.

• The contractor's need for temporary parking restrictions changes often.

• The neighbors were never informed of any part of the development plans except that there would be 
noise.

• The consequences of lack of adequate communication is born exclusively by the neighborhood residents 
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who park on the street in the form of towing fees and parking tickets.

Alternative Solutions

• The city staff calls apartment managers with parking changes and the managers 
post the notices

• The contractor posts notices on all adjacent apartment houses

• The city staff post notices on all adjacent apartment houses when they post tempo-
rary signs.

• The city programs the list of parking permit holders to send either email or telephone 
calls to the people on the list of the restrictions. (In the same way that the city notifies 
the public for snow emergency rules.)

• The city removes the parking restrictions on the eastside of Willow between 
Grant and 14th Streets.

• The city restrict parking to permit holders only.

There may be more solutions. There may be better solutions. The city of Minneapolis needs to take the 
needs of area residents seriously and find a means of effective communication of the constantly 
changing parking restrictions in the area around the Eitel construction site. In addition to the developer 
and the city staff, the public has needs that must be taken into account. These needs can be met by 
effective communication which will give people some time to plan for the disruptions in their 
neighborhood.
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