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Citizens for a Loring Park Community (CLPC)
Livability Committee Meeting

Wednesday, July 18th, 2007
6:30-8:00 pm

Loring Park Community Center

Attendance:  Robert Hansen (Loring 100), Jan Sandberg (1201 Yale Place), Mary Turner (1225 LaSalle), 
Terry Thompson (1201 Yale Place), Richard Sandberg (1201 Yale Place), Diane Moe (Loring Park), 
Assistant Chief Sharon Lubinsky (Minneapolis Police Department), Virginia Reilly (Booth Manor), 
John van Heel (110 West Grant), Judy Erickson (Loring Way), Jay Pendleton (13th & LaSalle),  Dean 
Laite (18th & Columbus), Becky Gullicksen (301 Clifton), Eric Sandberg (1501 LaSalle), Rose 
Cotton (1501 LaSalle), Lois Conroy (City Attorney’s Office)

I. 6:30-6:45 pm.  Welcome, Introductions, Agenda Approval, Approval of June 20th Minutes, 
Announcements—Robert Hansen

The committee approved the agenda without changes.  

Minutes from June were not available and will be brought for approval in September.  

Announcements:  

• Loring Park Art Festival is August 4 & 5!!  CLPC will be hosting an Artist Breakfast (an annual 
tradition) on both days.  We would like volunteers to help distribute food at the breakfast and 
greet/talk to the artists very early Saturday morning!!!  Call Jana if you are interested in 
volunteering.

• Refugee Camp in the Heart of the City:  Doctors Without Borders will sponsor an exhibit for 
children and the public that simulates a refugee camp.  The dates are Thursday September 27, 
2007 through Sunday September 30, 2007.  There may be a need for volunteer guides.  For 
additional information about the project see the Web site at 
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/education/refugeecamp/index.cfm 

• Music & Movies in the Park --  runs for six Monday nights in July and August.  The first night 
on July 19, 2007  had over 1,500 people, possibly due to advertising through a sponsor, Cities 97. 

• The September 15th Bike Ride sponsored by the Park and Recreation Board will run on two 
routes through city boulevards which will be closed to automobile traffic.  For more information 
see the Park Board Web site or pick up information at the Loring Park Community Center.

• A music festival for Earthfusion  will be held Saturday August 11, 2007, from 11 am to 8 pm. 
For more information, see the recent article in the Downtown Journal.  

II. 6:45-7:30  p.m.  Minneapolis Police Issues -- Assistant Chief of Police Sharon Lubinski

Assistant Chief Lubinsky began the discussion with an overview of crime in the city and quickly opened 
up the nearly hour long discussion to questions from the committee.  She said that crime (both violent and 
property crime) is down from last year and officer productivity is up in all of the precincts.  The following 
bullet points represent questions from committee members and discussion around those questions.

 While crime may be down, there is a perception that crime is up – why and how can we fight the 
perception?  One problem for the Loring Park area is that there is so much public space that there is 
more ebb and flow than in other parts of the city.   Citizens in the neighborhood are sensitive to crime 
issues and have been very good about getting information to and working with the police.  When 
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asked if committee members knew the name of the lieutenant for the neighborhood, the committee 
correctly responded Lt. Kjos.  Assistant Chief Lubinski also had high praise for Luther Krueger.  She 
feels that the  current system of community-focused policing is working well in Minneapolis.  There 
was also some concern that the decrease in crime somewhat of an illusion because it seemed 
unusually high last year with events on Hennepin Avenue and the Greenway.

 A committee member walks nearly everywhere and is concerned that when cutting through parks 
and ball courts he sees drug use including marijuana.  Assistant Chief Lubinski said if there is a 
call to 911 it may help to eventually get a plain clothes officer to work the area.  For such cases, 
uniformed officers are almost too visible.  She does not think that there is a big dealing problem in 
Loring Park based on little evidence at CODEFOR discussions of both narcotics complaints and 
arrests.

 In response to a question about the direction of loud speakers in Loring Park, Diane Moe said that 
they are facing MCTC and Joe’s Garage.  Such noise issues are under the purview of the park police.

 Does city have to pay for the sheriffs that are working downtown this summer?  The cost for 
sheriffs is paid from outside the city, although there is city money for Mpls police overtime.  

 Is there increased theft near LRT especially late at night?  Assistant Chief Lubinski said that these 
crimes are tracked during CODEFOR (robberies near stations).  She also said that the Metro Transit 
police have a substantial presence at the stations and the rate of robbery is not up.  

 What is the issue with traffic control work?  Last year the Council inserted a budget footnote to 
move officers to work with unsworn personnel to write traffic tickets which could help raise revenue 
and increase visibility, among other reasons..   The police started to transfer some officers to traffic 
control but these officers had to come from the precincts.  Citizens became aware of the transfers and 
were upset.  There was discussion at several Council cycles with the police recommending keeping 
the officers in the precincts where there is more flexibility in how to use them. The final decision was 
to move the 11 officers into traffic work.  

 What is happening with panhandling?  Assistant Chief Lubinski  has not been directly involved with 
the recent aggressive solicitation issues but she has concerns about aggressive panhandling.  She 
thinks that the “real change not spare change” concept is good.  This is a fundamental livability issue. 

 A committee member praised the way the police handled a recent bomb scare incident on Peavey 
Plaza.  Assistant Chief Lubinski said that Minneapolis has one of three bomb units in the state.  

 What is the likely impact of next year’s Republican Convention on the neighborhood?  Assistant 
Chief Lubinski anticipates some impact on the neighborhood.  The convention is scheduled at the 
same time as the State Fair. There will be meetings with neighborhoods.   There is some concern that 
protesters will come to Minneapolis because the Excel Center will be tightly controlled.  The Virtual 
Block Club will be helpful.  

 Calls to 911 – a committee member described a nuisance crime in her building.  The 911 calls 
allowed the police to document multiple problem incidents and this record enabled them to finally 
solve the problem.  

 Definition of loitering – Assistant Chief Lubinski described the two ordinances that address loitering 
and lurking.  Loitering is behavior based – usually with intent to commit a crime, often narcotics or 
prostitution.  Lurking has been under some scrutiny lately, but is a good catch-all that can help the 
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police identify behavior that may precede a crime such as looking in many car or basement windows. 
The goal is to intervene before a crime is committed.  In resonse to a question, Assistant Chief 
Lubinsky said that having people just hang around is the downside of a successful downtown – 
people want to be part of the vibe.  The police continue to focus on enforcing curfew.  

 Does the larger number of fires reflect an increase in arson?  Assistant Chief Lubinski does not 
think so.    

 Is panhandling worse here than in other cities.  Assistant Chief Lubinski and committee members 
thought not – it is worse in Washington DC, San Francisco, and elsewhere.  And it si spreading into 
the suburbs.  There may have been attempts to examine it more closely --a TV station followed 
several panhandlers home to a house, not a shelter.

III. 7:30-7:50 p.m.  What’s New in the Community Prosecutor’s Office – Lois Conroy, 1st 

Precinct Community Prosecutor

The City Attorney’s office has expanded the number of special prosecution cases that are handled by the 
special prosecution team leading to more thorough case handling.  There is now a “Downtown 20” of top 
chronic offenders.  

Lois passed out the note cards that incorporate the requirements for the updated aggressive solicitation 
ordinance.  The new cards include the location and manner requirements and the definition of solicitation. 
Since passage of the revised ordinance, Lois has noticed both modification of behavior and more police 
action because the police now have more tools.  

 Is it illegal to “sell” lucky pennies for a dollar?  Lois said that this is a form of solicitation that falls 
under Part 1 #2 and is therefore subject to the restrictions on time and place.  

 The neighborhood is still doing a good job calling 911 and submitting community impact statements. 
Lois gave an anecdote about the impact of community impact statements – more than 150 impact 
statements about the case helped lead to more aggressive follow up and prosecution.  [NOTE:  the 
committee discussed community impact statements at the October 2006 meeting.  See those minutes 
for a sample and ideas for preparing a statement.]

 The neighborhood is fortunate to have a large number of responsible landlords.

 The direct referral process to restorative justice is going strong and may now exceed the number of 
court referrals.  

 Question about use of patrol groups like Mad Dads to help with transit issues.  Lois said that this is 
really handled more through Metro Transit but wanted to hear all ideas.  The committee member 
thought that it would be helpful to put some of these volunteer resources to work at bus stops and 
possibly on the busses.  Lois will try to follow up on this.  

IV. 7:50-8:00 p.m.  National Nite Out – Mary Turner

National Nite Out is the 1st Tuesday in August, this year on August 7, 2007.  Mary is planning our annual 
party in Loring Park.  Mary distributed flyers for the event and asked committee members to post them in 
their buidings.  There will be three booths to provide information about neighborhood organizations and 
issues including 180 Degrees, Restorative Justice, and block clubs.  Mary thanked Bob Hansen and Jay 
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Pendleton who have helped her with this effort.. There will be activities for kids, a garden tour, and dog 
treats!  

Other Concerns

 Virginia Reilly expressed concern that at a concert last week (Friday, July 13, 2007) the music was 
unusually loud and caused problems inside the Booth Manor building.   Diane said that the permit 
was legal and the noise levels were not unusually loud.  Virginia is working with Councilmember 
Goodman’s office to ensure that there are not future problems.

 A committee member expressed concerns about feeding animals in the park.  Squirrels that are 
regularly fed by people may become aggressive if feeding is not continued and may pose a threat to 
children.    

Adjourned 8:03 p.m.
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